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SUBJECT: CARDINAL RAUL SILVA AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . RECENT PUBLIC LETTER TO CARDINAL RAUL SILVA REQUESTED HIS 
ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING RELEASE OF JURI GRIGOVIEVICH PRONIN, 
CURRENTLY DETAINED IN USSR. LETTER FROM DETAINEE'S WIFE, A 
CHILEAN CITIZEN NAMED MARIA ELIANA E. DE PRONIN, WAS GIVEN 
PROMINENT LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE SEPT 26. TEXT OF LETTER WAS 
WRITTEN IN SOMETIMES IRONICAL TONE, APPEALING TO CARDINAL'S 
"NOBLE CHRISTIAN HEART TOWARDS CHILEAN POLITICAL DETAINEES." 
CONTINUING, DETAINEE'S WIFE SAID SHE BELIEVES AN AUTHORITY SUCH 
AS THE CARDINAL, "WHO HAS SO MANY TIMES DEFENDED THE DETAINEES 
OF THE LEFT," COULD INFLUENCE SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO RELEASE HER 
HUSBAND. SAID MARRIED PRONIN IN JANUARY 1968, AND HUSBAND SINCE 
AUGUST 1968 DETAINED IN UJTA CAMP FOR HAVING TRIED TO LEAVE USSR 
ILLEGALLY. 

2. CARDINAL RESPONDED PUBLIC (OCT 1) IN FORM OF LETTER TO 
CONSERVATIVE "EL MERCURIO," REITERATING HIS INTENTION TO USE 
ALL HIS STRENGTH TO HELP THOSE WHO SUFFER," REGARDLESS OF OTHER 
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THAT HE WOULD DO ALL POSSIBLE ON DETAINEE'S BEHALF, ALTHOUGH 
HE HAS NO RELATIONS WITH USSR AND IS NOT OPTIMISTIC. 

3. COMMENT. PRESS COVERAGE OF LETTER EXCHANGE, AND PERHAPS 
REQUEST ITSELF, IS OBVIOUS CONTINUATION OF PRESS HARASSMENT OF 
CARDINAL FOR HIS CRITICISM OF GOC HUMAN RIGHTS STANCE, AND FOR 
HIS SILENCE DURING CHILEAN HUE AND CRY OVER HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
IN USSR AND CUBA. IN HIS RESPONSE, CARDINAL SOFTLY REBUKED 
CRITICS AND GOC BY STATING, 'MOREOVER I BELIEVE IT IS CLEAR TO 
YOU (EL MERCURIO) THAT THE CARDINAL'S REQUESTS TO AUTHORITIES, 

EVEN THOSE WITH MORE INTIMATE TIES TO HIM, ARE NOT ALWAYS WELL 
RECEIVED." 
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